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About the University of the District of Columbia

An HBCU, urban land-grant, and the only public university in the nation’s capital, The 
University of the District of Columbia is committed to a broad mission of education, research 
and community service. Established by abolitionist Myrtilla Miner in 1851, the University 
of DC offers Associate’s, Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees and a host of workplace 
development services designed to create opportunities for student success.  The University 
is comprised of the College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and Environmental 
Sciences, College of Arts and Sciences, School of Business and Public Administration, 
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, a Community College and the David A. Clarke 
School of Law. To learn more, visit www.udc.edu. The University of the District of Columbia 
is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action institution. Minorities, women, veterans and 
persons with disabilities are encouraged to apply. For a full version of the University’s EO 
Policy Statement, please visit: http://www .udc.edu/equal_opportunity. The University of the 
District of Columbia is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education - 
3624 Market Street - Philadelphia, PA 19104 - 267.284.5000.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including 
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, reprisal or retaliation 
for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible 
Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, this information is 
available in languages other than English.  To file a complaint alleging discrimination, please 
complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office or write a 
letter addressed to US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. Submit your completed letter or form to 
USDA via fax: (202) 690-7442; or email: program.intake@usda.gov. To request a copy of 
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer 
and lender.

The University of the District of Columbia is an Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action 
institution. The University prohibits discrimination or harassment against any person on the 
basis of the actual or perceived actual race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, family responsibilities, matriculation, 
political affiliation, marital status, personal appearance, genetic information, familial 
status, source of income, status as a victim of an intrafamily offense, place of residence 
or business,  or status as a covered veteran, as provided for and to the extent required 
by District and Federal statutes and regulations.  This policy covers all programs, services 
policies, and procedures of the University, including admission to educational programs and 
employment. The University emphasizes the recruitment of minorities, women, disabled 
individuals, disabled veterans, Vietnam era veterans, and other eligible veterans.

Email: nutrition@udc.edu
Address: 4200 Connecticut Avenue NW
Bldg 44, Room 200
Washington, DC 20008

Overview

As the only accredited Didactic Program in Dietetics 

(DPD) in Washington, D.C., the University of District 

of Columbia (UDC) program offers a curriculum rich 

in nutrition, science and experiential opportunities at 

federal and local agencies throughout the nation’s 

capital. The DPD program is part of UDC’s College of 

Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and Environmental 

Sciences (CAUSES). We are committed to educating 

the next generation of nutrition professionals to 

promote health, combat nutrition-related disease, 

and reduce health disparities among urban and 

underserved populations. UDC offers both a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Nutrition and Dietetics and a 

Master of Science in Nutrition with an emphasis in 

community nutrition.



Programs
The Bachelor of Science Degree in Nutrition and Dietetics 
educates dietitians and nutritionists to become skilled experts 
in nutrition, food service, and dietetics to promote health and 
manage disease in multiple settings for diverse audiences 
throughout the city. The baccalaureate degree in 
Nutrition and Dietetics fulfills the requirement of the 
Didactic Program in Dietetics and is accredited 
by the Accreditation Council for Education in 
Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND). Graduates 
have experience educating community members, 
studying food systems through urban food hubs, 
counseling patients of all ages to promote health and treat 
diseases. This degree develops student competencies that are 
expected of graduates who seek dietetic internships, masters 
programs, or entry-level dietetics jobs.  

The Master of Science Degree in Nutrition and Dietetics 
educates students to address the health and nutritional needs of 
urban and ethnically diverse populations. Graduates will become 
leaders in implementing innovative and culturally  competent 
community education programs and perform cutting edge research 
in nutrition to improve public health and reduce health disparities. 

Demonstrate effective critical thinking skills necessary 
for supervised evidence-based practice, for leadership 
development and for entry into a dietetic internship program.

Demonstrate critical and analytical skills needed to address 
nutrition issues and health disparities in minorities and 
underserved populations.

Learning Objectives Curriculum 

Nutrition and Dietetics Program

The Bachelor of Science degree in Nutrition and Dietetics is built 
upon strong science and liberal arts components, which encourage 
critical and creative thinking and expression. The organization of 
courses emphasizes study in chemistry, biology, nutrition, food 
science and technology, medical nutrition therapy, community 
nutrition, nutrition education, management, and other interdisciplinary 
courses. The student desiring to enter the program should have a 
strong background in the physical and biological sciences given that 
scientific disciplines are emphasized. 

The Master of Science Degree in Nutrition and Dietetics is a two-
year program that includes advanced coursework in nutrition and 
experiential learning culminating in a major research project or thesis 
during the last semester. Applicants who possess a Bachelor of 
Science degree in nutrition from an accredited institution and who 
meet the requirements of admission may start the program in the 
fall or spring semester. Applicants who do not possess a Bachelor 
Science degree in nutrition will be evaluated on a case-by-case 
basis; additional prerequisite coursework may be needed to meet 
admission requirements.  
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